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Fairfield's academic honesty policy criticized
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

• ■

Study: University does not place much emphasis on honor code

A recent report by a committee
of Fairfield professors suggested the
university seriously lags behind comparable schools in articulating and enforcing its academic honesty policy.
The report by the Subcommittee
on Academic Honesty, which was obtained by The Mirror, was initiated by
the Undergraduate Curriculum Com-

mittee to investigate Fairfield's honor
code, problems with plagiarism and
other related issues.
"Up until last fall, we were very
poor in regards to dealing with plagiarism," said Dr. Ed Dew, chairman of
the politics department and a member
of the subcommittee that produced
the report. "Before this report virtu-

ally nothing was being done to combat
the problem."
The group investigated a dozen
other schools, from Fordham to Princeton, to assess each school's honor code
and how Fairfield's efforts compared.
The report concluded Fairfield is at
best in the middle of the pack.
The report also notes that Fairfield

does not place much prominence on its
honor code or academic honesty policy.
No mention of the university's plagiarism policy was made in this year's student handbook. In previous years, there
was some mention of the sanctions arising from academic dishonesty.
SEE "SNYDER" ON P.
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EDITORIAL
Plagiarism
a problem
that needs
attention
Page 15

Double jeopardy:

>

Beach residents can face judicial action
for activities that take place off campus
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN

Contributed photo

Helping hands: Fairfield students have joined Perlitz in his mission in Haiti over the years, including
Kristin Poplawski '04, top left, Marry Parr '04, in light blue, and Laura Sandanato '04, in white. The
rebellion currently taking place in Haiti has created dangerous conditions, but Perlitz has opted to remain.

Fairfield grad remains in Haiti
BY TARA LYNCH

Volatile conditions not halting mission

Douglas Perlitz '92 doesn't Perlitz has chosen to stay with
live the typical life of a Fairfield the children that have become his
communications graduate. Upon life's work.
graduating, he didn't pursue his
"It seems that every passing
dream of becoming the voice of day, Haiti falls farther and farther
his "beloved Denver Broncos" into the darkness of the current
- instead, he moved to a
crisis: innocent people are
killed or lose their homes,
developing country.
police stations are burned,
Every
morning
towns are taken over by
Perlitz, Fairfield's comthugs and gas and food
mencement speaker in
become more scarce,"
2002, helps the poor
Perlitz wrote in Project
children of Cap Haitian,
Pierre Toussaint's FebHaiti, by giving them a
ruary newsletter. "I have
safe place to bathe, learn
PERLITZ
never seen so much vioand play as part of Project
lence."
Pierre Toussaint.
Perlitz first visited Haiti
Now, as Haiti becomes increasingly dangerous with the in 1991 as part of a Mission
presence of United States Marines, Volunteers trip with Fairfield
rebel forces and the absence of University. After graduating, he
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, returned to Haiti in 1996, learned

Creole, and with the help of a
grant from the Knights of Malta
established the Pierre Toussaint
School and Outreach Program
for street boys. Since then, his
program has grown with the help
of volunteers, allowing over 50
Haitian boys to live in the village
and even more the chance to visit
daily for a shower and hot meal.
"When he became involved
in campus ministry, it got into his
system that he definitely wanted to
go back," said Rev. Paul Carrier,
S.J., who visited Perlitz in January.
"There was something in Haiti that
he wanted to be part of from the
beginning."
The plight in Haiti is dire, according to one professor.
SEE "PERLITZ" ON P.
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All Fairfield students seem
to know that by having a party
at their beach house they are running the risk of annoying their
neighbors and perhaps having to
deal with Fairfield Police.
But what many are not aware
of is that they are also running the
risk of facing disciplinary action
on campus as well.
The student handbook states
that "The University reserves the
right to take disciplinary action
for any behavior that violates the
law or University regulations, regardless of whether the violation
occurred on or off campus."
Dean of Students Mark Reed
said, "The code of conduct has
always applied to students both
on and off campus... over the
past few years, however, student behavior in the beach area
in particular became problematic
and the steps the university took
were prudent, necessary and have
been effective."
There are two general ways
that the university can obtain
information that a student has

violated university policy while
off campus. Duane Melzer, coordinator of off-campus students,
said that usually either he is
present at the beach to witness
a violation or the university is
provided with a police report.
"Fairfield University works
with the Fairfield Police on a
multitude of issues, and there is
a constant dialogue going on back
and forth about students, the town
of Fairfield and communications
with security," said Melzer.
Melzer added that he is usually in the beach area Thursday,
Friday and Saturday nights from
10 p.m. until 3 a.m., but the university does not officially rnonitor any houses at the beach.
Reed stated that the university may require a student who
is found guilty of multiple violations of the code of conduct to
meet regularly with the Office of
Judicial Affairs, or someone else,
for "status checks" and that the
university deals with behavior of
students that comes to its attention or is observable.
SEE "TOWN" ON P.
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A real beach: While students may be living off-campus in houses
at the beach, such as The Vatican, above, they can still be
punished by judicial.
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Duffy prepares for his term
BY MEGAN MAHONEY

Paul Duffy, FUSA president-elect, was
also a friendly bartender Monday night at
the Levee. A busy man around campus,
Duffy squeezed in an interview during his
shift and in between his bartending duties.
Duffy is "still on a high from the election" and although still just getting his feet
wet in terms of actual presidential duties,
he is excited to start getting his game plan
together.
"I want to start small and build big," he
said. "I just want to do what I can do."
Duffy, above all else, has a set goal for
his term in office. "The biggest thing is getting
more people involved," he said. "The more
people you have, the more you get done."
He pinpointed music and sportj^as
two sure-fire ways to get more students
involved.
An avid college basketball fan, his
favorite memory of Fairfield is the men's
basketball team's NIT opening round game
against Boston College last March.
"Everyone was there, screaming and
wearing red," he said. "It was absolutely
great and Deng Gai is my man."
Duffy remarked that the thing he gets
asked the most are bands and programming

for next year. This repeated concern that
many students have has had Duffy thinking
of new ideas and ways to get programming
for next year.
"A lot of people care about a good
band," he said. "I think Barenaked Ladies
would be really cool, too."
One idea he had is a possible combined
effort between local universities, pooling resources and student bodies to create a larger
venue and more money to draw in bigger
named bands. He also wants to find another
way to gauge student responses than this
year's polling method.
A self-described "people person," Duffy
considers the best part of being presidentelect is that students come talk to him and tell
him what they want from FUSA next year
and he encourages more toji&gQ.. -m^.
"It's about making FU§ A fun," he said.
"I want people to like it again."
Being the FUSA president has been a
dream of Duffy's since freshman year. He
said the best part of the election was having
his mother, his friends and supporters there
with him.
Duffy added that he wants FUSA to be
open to all. "I want all the students to feel
like they are appreciated and they do matter,"
he said. "Because they are the university."
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Celebration: Paul Duffy celebrates with his supporters after hearing that he won the
FUSA presidency last week. Duffy has already begun to prepare for his term.
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CASEY AMMERMAN
Wednesday, February 25
2:10 p.m. - Disorderly conduct involving a student was reported at the Barone
Campus Center. The student was referred to judicial.
4:57 p.m. - The smell of smoke was reported in Bannow.
7:28 p.m. - A theft of an MP3 player was reported from the Sodexho office in
the School of Business.
Friday, February 27
1:03 a.m. - Metro Taxi reported a theft of services. Restitution was made and a
warning issued to the cab driver.
3:02 a.m. -A malicious fire alarm was received from Regis, and again at 4:17.
Anyone with information is asked to contact security.
Saturday, February 28
3:48 a.m. - A Criminal Trespass Warning was issued to a non-student for
trespassing. The parents of the individual were notified and came to pick
the person up.
7:11 p.m. - There was a theft of CDs from a student's vehicle parked in the
Kostka lot.
9:20 p.m. - Non-students were found drinking in a room and told to leave
campus. The same students were found drinking again at 10:03 p.m. They
were then Issued Criminal Trespass Warnings and told to leave.
Sunday, February 29
6:57 a.m. - Five lampposts were kicked and broken on the village walkway.
10:39 a.m. -A soda machine was knocked over and kicked out and a radiator
was kicked in wihin Kostka. Anyone with information is asked to contact
security,
Monday, March 1
2:43 p.m. -A fight in the parking lot occurred between Prep and Fairfield High
students.
8:50 p.m. -A trash can in Jogues had a minor fire possibly caused by a
cigarette.

CORRECTIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.

NEWS

www.fairfieldmirror.com

MARCH

4, 2004 3

Better living through chemistry, as long as safety's first
BY JESSICA HOLMBERG

Associate Dean Raymond P.
Poincelot wears many hats in addition to his job as a dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Poincelot
is also the university safety officer
and a professor of biology.
So he has unique knowledge
of the safety guidelines and procedures here at Fairfield University's
science labs.
"We are regulated by the
state of Connecticut, but we accept all of the federal regulation
for industrial labs, which are tough
[guidelines]," Poincelot said.
"In an academic or industrial
setting, there are thousands of
chemicals. Our goal is to make
the lab setting safer [to use with
these chemicals]," he said.'There
are not that many biological hazards on Fairfield's grounds, but we
have a lot of hazardous materials,"
Poincelot said.
Occasionally, accidents do
occur.
In the 1980s, the university
suffered a fire in Bannow South,
according to university Fire Marshal Joe Bouchard.
"There was a $2 million loss
because of the fire, but no one was
hurt," he said, Bouchard oversees
the continuous updating of fire pre:
vention technology on campus, as
well as the education of students
and the training of personnel
expected to respond to any fire
emergencies.
The latest chemical emergency occurred in 2001, when a
student dropped a mercury thermometer on the floor in the apartments, according to Bouchard.
Specialists had to come in to clean
up the hazardous spill.
Connecticut has one of the
most stringent fire codes in the
country and Bouchard works
closely with local fire officials to
keep Fairfield up to code. Fairfield
was one of the first campuses in
New England to ban the torch
halogen lamps. Items such as
candles, toaster ovens and any

Bill McBain/The Mirror

Imperfect science: Lab safety is taken very seriously at Fairfield. Left, a glass enclosure allows a
controlled and safe environment for experiments.
open coil appliance are prohibited not miss the door to this brightly
in dorms.
labeled disposal room, said to be
Fairfield and Yale University the size of a big closet, according
are the only private universities to Poincelot. .
in Connecticut with their own
"It's called cradle to the
Fire Marshals.
grave. [The whole time you have
"I am constantly on call at the chemicals] you're liable,"
the university," Bouchard
said Poincelot. "There's
a tracking system."
said. "Quirky things sometimes show up."
From the storage
room, the waste is moved
Hazardous materials,
including radioactive maeither to a land fill or are
terials, are specially con- ENVIRONMENT mixed with fuel oils and
A series of articles
burned.
tained and brought to the
relating to issues
about
the environment
"The materials don't
Hazardous Waste Room,
a well-ventilated and apjust go to your local
propriately signed multipurpose dump," Poincelot said. "With
chemical storage room located on non-radioactive materials, those
the second floor of Bannow North. are whole other problems."
University inspections are
All materials must be labeled, arid
there is no smoking allowed any- completed once every year, and
where near the building.
the regulatory bodies often do not
The room, which remains give advance notice prior to their
locked at all times, is limited arrival, so the university cannot
only to faculty who have access specially prepare for the visit, acto chemicals or by students work- cording to Poincelot.
ing as laboratory assistants and
"Most agencies take the surwho have appropriate laboratory prise route," he said. "It's the 'hi,
training.
guess who?' for the most part."
The public, however, canWhile students are not re-

quired to be Occupational Safety
Health Administration certified,
Poincelot assured that all students
are taught lab safety. For laboratory assistants, these students are
required to have a higher standard
of preparedness for the laboratory,
according to Poincelot.
Such federal institutions
as the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC), OSHA and
the Environmental Protection
Agency oversee Fairfield.
NRC's primary mission
is to protect public health and
safety and the environment from
the effects of radiation from
nuclear reactors, materials and
waste facilities. The NRC also
regulates these nuclear materials and facilities to promote the
common defense and security for
the nation.
"During the NRC's last surprise visit, they did a spot check
of our radiation facilities," said
Poincelot. "There were no situations at all. The NRC thought
that Fairfield University takes a
pro-active stance on safety issues

and regulations and that it's a step
ahead of other Connecticut organizations."
The approach Fairfield takes
is to minimize problems, according to Bouchard.
"We try to eliminate as many
problems as possible," Bouchard
said. "We look at every paint product and every battery we use. Even
some personal computers contain
some hazardous materials."
Students are suggested to read
the Material Safety Data Sheet
(MSDS) before handling any
chemicals. The MSDS is designed
to provide the proper procedures
for handling or working with a
particular substance.
"You need to know what
you're working with," Poincelot
said. "The book even has something to say about a salt and water
mixture. There is overreaction
[in the MSDS] to prevent liability
issues."
The MSDS includes information such as physical data (melting
point, boiling point, flash point
etc.), toxicity, health effects, first
aid, reactivity, storage, disposal,
protective equipment and spill or
leakage clean-up procedures.
"As a nursing student, I completely understand and comply with
all of the procedures of handling
any hazardous materials," said
Kristen Salmon '04. "It is important that everyone is safe because
some of these materials could really
cause major damage to the body."
Every laboratory is equipped
with a brightly marked eye wash
and shower station. The station is
marked in red and orange and also
contains a fire blanket for emergencies. Three people have only
used the shower in the past few
years, according to Poincelot.
"The water is extremely
cold," Poincelot said. "And modesty does not prevail... if you get
chemicals under your skin, your
clothes must come off. When it
comes to third degree burns and
you're scarred for life, you're in
deep trouble."

FUSA prepares localized version of professor rating site
BY RYAN BLAIR

One bad professor in your schedule can be the difference between an enjoyable semester and 14 weeks of academic hell. This explains why teacher rating services such
as ratemyprofessor.com have become so popular among
Fairfield students.
Whetheryou 're looking for an easy teacher, a challenging
teacher or even a "hot" teacher, www.ratemyprofessor.com
can usually add some insight to your search for the ultimate
schedule.
Now, FUSA has taken the initial steps to create an of' ficial Web site where Fairfield students can evaluate their
professors online.
According to FUSA senator Ada Sim '06, who is head. ing up the effort, contract negotiations are underway with the

company which maintains ratemyprofessor.com to create
an online forum for Fairfield students.
The project hasn't come without hurdles.
"Our contract fell through recently, which is really
delaying progress," said Sim.
According to Senator Beth Grossman '07, "The goal is
to get it up and running by the night of peer advising."
The new site, the URL of which is currently classified, is laden with many features which will make it more
attractive to Fairfield students than other unsanctioned
alternatives.
"Every teacher will be able to submit their own
information: bios, class information, even syllabi. Also
any inappropriate ratings will be filtered out," explained
Sim.
This ability to edit student evaluations
raises que.sT
■ •-•*■

tions about the issue of censorship.
"I think I would have less faith in the information on
the site knowing that FUSA had the ability to edit it," said
Mike Wood '07.
FUSA claims that such censorship, while not impossible, would not happen.
"This is going to be run by FUSA. We have no reason
to censor the ratings and evaluations," said Sim.
"I think [the site] would be helpful, but only if the
students put a grade, so people aren't like, 'I hate him he
sucks' when they got an 'F' for never attending class, "
said Wood.
"I think it's a good idea. I have taken classes that I
probably wouldn't have taken, had I known more about
the professor. Sometimes, the professor makes all the difference," .Said.Kajtlio Chabjna.'DZ.
.
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Snyder: there's "no formal mechanism" for reporting cheating
1

also exists the problem at Fairfield
that, as the report states, adminAdditionally, the report found istrators and faculty do not know
that in last year's edition of the whether cases of academic honesty
course handbook, the policy was are increasing, "because there is no
on page 23. This year, however, it effective mechanism for collecting
has been split up into two sections such information."
Teachers are instructed to conand placed on pages 308 and 317.
"If the words are not in place tact the appropriate dean whenever
in the handbook or otherwise, the an academic dishonesty charge is
school is not in a strong place le- raised, but the report stated, "most
gally when these issues arise," said professors do not follow rules, as
stipulated in the university
Dew. "We can't mislead
catalog," but instead settle
the student so they are
the matter themselves.
unaware exactly what the
"The result of this
policy is."
Dean of Students
decentralized approach
Mark Reed, who does not
is that a student could be
work directly in making
caught cheating by, say,
the policy but acts in an
five individual professors,"
advisory capacity to stuthe report stated, "settle the
SNYDER
dents accused, does not
case with each professor,
know how the statement
and the university would
got deleted from the handbook.
have no way of knowing that the
"It was done prior to my time student was a repeat offender."
as dean, so I can't tell you why,"
As a result, the school cannot
said Reed. "I will tell you that I compile accurate records of how
plan on putting it back in the hand- many students violate the policy.
book. [There is] no harm in having
"The dean has probably seen
it appear in multiple places."
more cases of cheating this year,"
With the publication of the re- said Dew. "It is difficult to tell
port, the administration has started whether it's a rising trend, or simwork on rectifying the placement ply because professors are more
of the policy in hopes of giving it alert and realize it's their duty to
more prominence.
report each case."
"The course book is revised
Snyder said the school is
every year," said Dr. Timothy working on a better system.
Snyder, dean of the college of arts
"We have no formal mechaand sciences. "Certainly next year nism, but we are working now
the policy will be clearer and what that every time an issue is raised
would be deemed a more promi- with the dean, we send out a letter
nent location."
which is attached to the student's
Associate Academic Vice file," he said. "In addition, we've
President Mary Frances Malone talked to other deans and departsaid the administration made er- ment chairs and distributed the
rors by separating the policy.
council's report."
"This was a style change
The report will be presented to
which frankly did not work," said ail faculty members this Friday in
Malone. "In next year's catalogue an effort to bring uniformity to the
all that material will be returned to enforcement of the policy.
the front of the catalogue."
The committee's report is
Even raising awareness of the first step in the long process
the academic policy may not be of establishing a clear academic
enough, the report stated. There honesty policy which can be
CONTINUED FROM P.

understood and carried out by
students and faculty.
"Students need to be informed
of what is right and what is wrong
in these situations to prevent them
from making mistakes," said Dew.
Dr. Jesus Escobar, a professor
of art history who was also a member of the subcommittee which
produced the report, is aware of
the time it will take to bring these

changes to Fairfield.
"Any attempt to implement a
new academic honesty policy will
be lengthy," he said. "In the meantime, some of us [the faculty] are
already making clear statements
of policy in syllabi and on exams
to demonstrate our seriousness on
the matter."
Reed said he saw a good opportunity to improve based on the

report's work.
"Do I think the current system is fair and OK? Yes," he
said. "However, I don't think we
should shoot for the 'lowest common denominator' on this one. I
think we can and should be better
in this area. We must continually
review what we do and why we
do it. That's what the educational
process is all about."

cv**

Drop-in hours

are:
lues, and Thurs
2:00 to 4:00
The Career Planning Center
is now located in the BCC
on the lower level
Room 96 ~ ext. 4081
,■■■■..,■■■■■,,,■■■■,,,.■■■■■

^CLASSIFIEDS
■*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.

House for rent @ Lantern Point from
September 2004-May 2005. Call 2591165 and leave a message.

Computers repaired & upgraded.
Hardware & software improvements.
$40/hr. Pick-up & delivery provided. Bob
- 255-6692.

Local WESTPORT /Fairfield based
seeks a PART-TIME OFFICE
ASSISTANT to perform office support
work for this office TECHNICAL
SEARCH FIRM. PART-TIME, FLEXIBLE
HOURS. POSITION IS OPEN TO ALL
STUDENTS. Course Credit as an
internship can be earned! Freshmen,
Sophomores and Juniors are
encouraged to apply. Contact Tim at
203-222-2222x6 or tim@chaves.com

Florida only $69 one way tax inc.
Mexico/Caribbean $125 each way
tax inc. Europe $169 one way. Other
worldwide destinations cheap. Book online www.airtech.com or (212) 219-7000.

Marketing Agency Seeks High Energy,
Responsible Individuals for Promotional
Events. $15.00 Dollars Per Hour. Must
Have Own Vehicle. Call : 1-888-477-6668
www.HausPromotions.com

Babysitter wanted: Westport family parttime babysiter. Flexible hours. Call 203246-48T0.

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Josh or Keith at (203) 256-6594 for more information.
RUBB Natural Bath & Beauty seeks
part-time sales associates for all shifts in
Westport. Call David at 203-273-5995 or
e-mail us at info@rubbnatural.com.
Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com
Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1

USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)

Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps
Earn 2 Free Trips for 15 Travelers & $$

MOVIE EXTRA'S /
MODELS NEEDED
Local & Statewide Productions
No Exp. Req'd, All Looks & Ages
Minor & Major Roles Avail.

EARN UP TO $300 / DAY
1-800-818-7520
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Withdrawl process complex; many students confused
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

Jessica Riley '06 had no problem withdrawing from two classes
last year after an injury.
However, when she wanted
to withdraw from her challenging Italian class this year, she was
denied. She was told she must
continue with the class or accept
an F.
Riley didn't realize withdrawals late in a semester are not granted to students with unsatisfactory
grades in their classes, unless they
have an emergency situation.
"It was horrible," said Riley.
"I didn't realize it was going to be
so difficult to withdraw from a
class. When I had my surgery on
my leg, it was easy."
If she had tried to withdraw
during the Add/Drop period, she
could have dropped the class with
no consequences. According to the
Undergraduate Catalog, after this
period, students may withdraw
from classes until the seventh
week of the semester. In order to
withdraw from a class at this point,
the student's academic dean must
consult with the instructor of the
course and find the withdrawal
to be in the best interest of the
student.
According to Dean of Students Mark Reed, the most effective method of handling an
emergency is for the student to
speak to his or her professors and
make the appropriate dean's office
aware of the situation.
"Most professors are recep-

tive and understanding of legitimate emergencies," said Reed.
"The professors were so understanding of my condition," said
Riley. "They understood why I
couldn't handle the course load."
According to Reed, many
professors will allow students
with emergencies to complete
coursework late or even after the
course ends. An "Incomplete" is
issued on students' grade reports
until the work is made up. The students can arrange with professors
to complete the course material
within 30 days after the semester
ends. But after those 30 days, I's
turn into F's.
It is ultimately the student's
responsibility to make arrangements for their missed work with
professors when a health emergency arises, said Reed.
"I was always behind
throughout my injury, but I was
lucky enough that my professors
always let me make up work I
missed," said Riley.
If students want to withdraw
from a certain class because of
Kelly Sheehan/The Mirror
medical reasons, they must presTrying
to
keep
up:
Jessica
Riley
'06
had
an
injury
that made work
ent their case to the health or
difficult.
Her
attempts
to
withdraw
from
classes
yielded
mixed results.
counseling center. If the medical
condition of a student is deter- to finish their course work.
"It's definitely influenced my
mined as significant, the health or
"They do lose what work they deciding whether to come back
counseling center may recommend had done [in courses], but remem- or not," said suspended student
a withdrawal for medical reasons ber, there was a serious violation Joe Orminski '06. "If I were to
to the dean's office.
of the code of conduct which had come back to Fairfield, it would
"Students can't simply take to have led to the suspension in the be a waste. I would lose the credit
first place," said Reed.
time off," said Reed.
I have earned at home and would
Also, suspended students are
Some students re-evaluate be a second semester sophomore.
automatically withdrawn from whether to return to Fairfield after If I transfer somewhere else, I am
their classes and are not allowed their suspension.
a junior."

Unless excused, students
who withdraw or are withdrawn
from classes will permanently
have incompletes and withdrawals on their transcripts, according
to Reed.
Withdrawing from a stressful
class isn't always the best answer
to academic problems. While
applying for jobs after graduation, too many Fs, Ws and Is on
students' transcripts will certainly
attract negative attention.
Fairfield encourages students
to stay with the normal undergraduate course load, which is usually
five courses.
Class-skipping students, who
ar$ failing particular classes cannot withdraw from them after the
seventh week. According to the
Undergraduate Catalog, if a student takes a failed course again
and passes, the quality points
earned will be averaged into the
student's cumulative average. But
the old grade is averaged too.
If students don't have a family
or medical emergency, they must
remember that getting out of a class
isn't always possible. If waking up
for an 8 a.m. is difficult, they have
to be prepared to answer to the university registrar, who may follow
up on the circumstances. Depending on the professor's attendance
policy, students can be dropped
even if they don't want to be, if
it is indicated to the registrar that
they don't attend class.
"There is an overall expectation that students will attend class
on a regular basis," said Reed.

For some seniors, graduation may be further away than expected
BY LAURA PFEIFER

Second semester is almost half over,
seniors are gearing up for their last weeks
of care-free debauchery as college students.
However, some students might just have one
semester left.
Last week, the university registrar sent
letters to those students who are in danger
of not completing the requirements for May
graduation.
Susan Peterson, assistant to the dean in
the College of Arts and Sciences, declined
to comment on the specific number of letters sent out, as she said that "the problems
indicated in the letters were so varied."
According to Robert Russo of the university registrar, the letters come from the
dean's office of the students' school that
ultimately do the final audits.
These letters were sent out to alert
those students with deficiencies before the
Spring Break classes and the night classes
through the University College begin on
March 22.
"Students must meet all requirements
to receive a degree," said Russo. "If a senior
is short three or six credits, they can petition
their dean to walk in the May ceremony if
they register for the missing courses over

the summer session."
Norman S. Solomon, dean of the Dolan
School of Business, said that the goal of the
mailing was to notify seniors of their current
academic progress. According to Solomon,
the check sheet is a record of the students
work at the time that it is sent out.
"Because the check sheet and degree
audit must be done manually for every
student, the documents do not reflect
what students may have registered for in
the new semester," stated Solomon. "The
challenges associated with doing this work
manually is one reason the university is
working so hard on creating an online
degree evaluation system that can be continually updated."
Academic Vice President Orin Grossman said that computers aren't perfect.
"Once in a while, the degree audit missed
something and it is simply a matter of
correcting it with the dean's office," said
Grossman.
Issues that were brought to attention
in the letters included: GPA deficiencies,
incompletes, core and major requirements
not met and a shortage in the number of
courses and/or credits. According to Peterson, a 2.0 overall and major GPA is needed
for graduation.

According to Solomon, there are a
small number of students in the Business
School who do not meet the graduation
requirements.
Timothy Law Snyder, dean of the college of Arts and Science, said that students
are responsible for knowing their requirements for graduation and ensuring that they
have met them.
"We are here to help," said Snyder.
"But there are times when we cannot replay the past and fill in requirements that
were not met."
Students who do not meet graduation
requirements are able to take a Spring Break
intensive course. They may also take an
ASAPI or II course that is offered through
University College.
Peterson said that students who have
not met all of the requirements by the day
of graduation can still retain the possibility
that they may "walk" with their class.
"My office explains that procedure, if
necessary, to students when they meet with
us," explained Peterson.
Miguel Delgado '04 feels that this letter
is an inconvenience.
"I had met with the dean of Arts and
Sciences, as well as my advisor, and they
both told me that with the extra classes I was

taking, I'd be able to graduate in May. Sending out letters at this point in the semester
does me little good. If they were sent out
earlier, then I would have taken an extra
class over Winter Break," said Delgado. "It
seems too little too late, and they don't even
know for sure if the computer is wrong or I
really am short these credits."
Nursing major Kristin Gance '04
agrees. "There is enough to worry about
without being stressed about whether or not
you can graduate," said Gance. "Although
I didn't get one of these letters, I know
some people who did, and it is just adding
unnecessary stress to their lives before the
end of the semester."
Administrators encourage students
to be aware of their standing within
the university's core and major requirements.
"In general, students need to be aware
of their own progress toward graduation
and work with their advisors on this," said
Grossman. "No student who has systematically looked each semester at her progress
within the core, her major, etcetera, and
consulted with advisors on a regular basis
should be surprised in second semester
senior year that an unmet requirement sill
exists."
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Town, school judicial systems are
independent of each other

Perlitz to continue work in Haiti
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

off-campus."
"I had no idea this policy was
Sanctions for off-campus mis- in effect. I think that school policies
conduct are outlined in the student should definitely be enforced on
handbook, which Reed said is the campus, but once a student moves
ultimate authority when it comes to off campus they should not be susbehavioral policies. "There is a ten- ceptible to certain school policies,"
dency for students to think there is a said Caitlin Winters '05, who will be
special set of policies for the beach living at the beach next year.
area. There aren't," added Reed.
Policies on off-campus living
Reed pointed out that university vary widely at other universities.
policy and state and federal criminal
"I'm really unclear on our polisystems are independent and that what cy, even after doing some research on
happens with one does not
it," said Kara Krebs, a junior
imply that something will
at Ithaca College in Ithaca,
happen with the other. "If a
N.Y., who lives off-campus.
student is found responsible
"We [Ithaca students] have
for a violation of university
no actual confirmation;
policy, that student will be
there's no real policy written
disciplined regardless of
down anywhere but I think
what may happen with
that living off-campus we
another law enforcement
just get in trouble with the
REED
agency," he said.
Ithaca City Police."
Although off-campus
The University of
conduct is outlined in the student Scranton states in their student
handbook, some students are un- handbook that "the University reaware they are subject to university serves the right to review student
policy while living off-campus.
misconduct which occurs off campus
"I had no idea that the school when such behavior reflects upon the
could punish you if you lived off- integrity of the University."
campus," said Mark Servidio '06. "I
Melzer reminds students that
don't think it's fair because you're they need to remember that they are a
not living on school property and Fairfield University student wherever
you shouldn't be under the jurisdic- they are, whether it be while studying
tion of the school when you're living abroad, or even on spring break.
CONTINUED FROM P.
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"Haiti is the most overpopulated, deforested,
dangerous country - they have nothing going for
them," said Dr. Edward Dew from the politics
department, who specializes in Latin American
and Caribbean Studies. "Doug's work is so important, because he's bringing about change in a
place where there is little hope. He's a smart guy,
he really knows his stuff."
However, the once daunting task of helping
the poor children of Haiti has become even more
difficult over the past weeks.
After days without food or gas entering
Port-au-Prince, hundreds of armed rebel forces
descended on the capital in protest of Haitian
President Aristide, who resigned Sunday and left
the country for the Central African Republic.
By Monday, however, several congressmen,
along with lawyer Ira Kurzban, who represents
the Haitian government, claimed that Aristide was
forced to leave the country by U.S. military forces
- a claim the Bush administration denied.
"I believe that this is a group that is armed
by, trained by, and employed by the intelligence
services of the United States," Kurzban told the
TV program "Democracy Now!"
According to Dew, Haiti has a history of class
tensions and rebellions. After years of the rich
dominating the country, the election of Aristide
gave a voice to the poor - something that hadn't
happened for hundreds of years.
The Clinton administration had promised
Aristide millions of dollars to rebuild the country,
but after rebels claimed that the election was fixed,
the grant was never delivered, said Dew.
"To some extent we're responsible for this

mess," said Dew. "You do something like that
and you encourage the Aristide opposition. In my
opinion, we're strangling them by supporting the
rebels."
Perlitz' assessment of the crisis was that
Aristide faced impossible odds.
"I can deduce that while they are all complaining that Aristide has done nothing, even if he
walked on water they would have pulled this coup
d'Etat," wrote Perlitz in a recent e-mail addressed to
Carrier.".. .It's all about power here, and the Haitian
power machine was running smooth until Aristide
threw the whole machine out the window."
Despite the dangerous and volatile situation,
Perlitz will continue his volunteer work.
"While Haiti plunges and plunges into darkness and life in Haiti as I knew it is over, we will
continue with the utmost of safety and prudence
to re-open the doors of both the 13th street and
Village programs," Perlitz wrote.
"As for the kids, as usual, when the pressure
is the greatest they produce brilliantly," Perlitz
wrote in the newsletter. "They once again hold
high the banner and motto of the program 'Impossible, Difficult, Done.'"
Members of the university community had a
lot of praise for Perlitz's work.
"He does just amazing work," said Dew, who
visited Perlitz with Mission Volunteers in 2001. "His
devotion to the kids and the order that he's brought
to their lives and behavior is astounding."
According to Carrier, Perlitz will not leave
the country any time soon.
"He plans to stay there indefinitely. It's his
life work, and those are his kids," said Carrier.
"He said a parent doesn't take off when it gets
rough, he stays with his kids."

GRADUATING

3170 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228

The Best of Taco Loco!
. Best Outdoor Heated Patio! A an
have fun. Casual, warm, fun and comfortable.

Best Margaritas! For one thing... ours are fresh! Real
Margaritas! Lime, Strawberry, Peach, Mango, Banana and...

Best Mexican Food! Steak Burritos, Shrimp Tacos,
Vegetarian Enchiladas, Poppers, The Very Best Wings, Nachos,
Mexican Pizzas and more! Always Fresh & Delicious!
• Best Happy Hour! Mexican M.unchles & Happy Hour
Prices! Coronas S2.25 and 1/2 Price Margaritas,
Mon-Fri 3:00 pm-6:30 pm

• Best Lunch Buffet! All you can eat Mexican Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri 1 1:30 dm-2:30 pm. Over 25 items and includes a Free
Margarita, Draft or Soft Drink, only S9.95/pp.

• Best Prices Anywhere! we offer student discounts.
J

Best Service! Friendly and prompt everyday!
^I23

Visit our website at
www.tacoloco.com
for directions, online ordering,
coupons, and gift cards.
We look forward to serving you!
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SENIORS

Whoever said
"one person can't
change the world,"
never tried.
You're bursting with ambitions, goals,
dreams and aspirations. The question
is, how do you realize them?
Consider a Master of Social
Work degree from Fordham's
Graduate School of Social
Service. Our program, which is
ranked 13th nationally by U.S.
News and "World Report, is one of
the largest of its kind for
educating and training social
service professionals. At Fordham,
we offer a wide variety of
concentrations as well as a hands-on
approach to learning. When you
graduate from Fordham's Graduate
School of Social Service with your
M.S.W., you'll have the tools and
training necessary to make a difference.

Most importantly, we understand that
life can be very demanding. This is
why we've created a Social Service
program that can fit just about any
busy schedule.
Attend one of our next Information
Sessions at either our Lincoln
Center of Tarrytown campus.
For more information, please call
212-636-6600 (Lincoln Center)
or 914-332-6005 (Tarrytown).
The Fordham Graduate School of
Social Service - together we can
make a differenced
www.fordham.edu/gss

INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Lincoln Center Campus
McMahon Residence Hall, Rm 109, 155 West 60th Street
Thurs., March 11, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Lowenstein Building, South Lounge, 113 West 60th Street
Sat., March 27, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Tarrytown Campus
North Hall Basement, Neperan Road
Mon., March 22, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

FORDHAM
ESg,»W,M*H,M«H«:a

SOCIAL SERVICE

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Popular local radio talk program broadcasts from BCC
BY JAKE PIERSON

Citizen Smith, a progressive
Democratic talk show on WICC
600, a local AM radio station,
spent the afternoon in Barone
Campus Center right next to
Jazzman's Cafe.
While at Fairfield, he talked
with faculty, students, and the
First Selectman of Fairfield, Ken
Flatto.
Citizen Smith was brought to
Fairfield by the efforts of Nancy
Habetz and the public relations
staff, according to Dr. Donald
W. Greenberg. Greenberg does
a part of Citizen Smith's show on
Thursday nights.
"I appear every week from 6
to 7 on Thursday nights. We discuss national politics. I've been
doing this since around November," said Greenberg.
Citizen Smith had mentioned
that he wanted to do a show before
Super Tuesday at a college campus. Greenberg mentioned Fairfield and told Citizen Smith that
he could help him get in contact
with the school.
"I just set up the phone call.
Nancy Habetz did all the work,"
said Greenberg.
Citizen Smith and the school

reached an agreement for him to do
his show. They then made the announcement public with help from
Greenberg. Citizen Smith's show
attracted quite a few different members of Fairfield's community.
Dr. John Orman of the politics
department and Dr. James Simon
of the English department were the
two faculty members that appeared
on the show. Emily McAdam, the
president of the College Republicans and Kristina Riordan, the
president of the College Democrats, were also guests.
Then Citizen Smith had
Ken Flatto, the First Selectman
of Fairfield, on the show. They
discussed the primary elections in
Connecticut and how Flatto feels
that the Democratic Party is very
excited about them. They then
talked about local politics about
the new schools in Fairfield and
the new train depot near BJ's in
Black Rock. Flatto was on for
approximately 25 minutes.
At the end of show, Citizen
Smith brought on the Fairfield
University debate team. Five
members came on the show, Eileen Arnold '05, Janet Battey '06,
Meredith Darts '07, Josh Rogers
'06, and Lauren DiGiovine '07.
They and Citizen Smith discussed

Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror

Radio rants: Citizen Smith, far left, chats with students from the
debate team. Clockwise from Smith: Josh Rogers '06, Meredith Darts
'07, Lauren DiGiovine '07, Janet Battey '06, and Eileen Arnold '05.
some national issueSpfaffg|fhg from
reinstating the draft, to the Patriot
Act and the drinking age.
The debate team as a whole
wasn't for reinstating the draft
while Citizen Smith was for it.
Rogers was a very loud opponent
of the draft because he believes
that America needs better intelligence in the war on terrorism
not a large standing army that
in his opinion would be useless.
Citizen Smith is in favor of having mandatory two-year service
in the army.

The Patriot Act was a source
of agreement for Citizen Smith and
the debate team. Both felt that it
was a severe infringement on our
civil liberties and privacy.
The drinking age issue was a
favorite of the crowd in Jazzman's.
A few students yelled in agreement
when Citizen Smith said that it
didn't make sense that the drinking age was 21. The debate team
all agreed with his point that if 18
year olds can vote and join the military they should be able to drink.
But Citizen Smith wondered since

the law makes no sense why it still
exists. The debate team seemed to
think it was because the politicians
knew that no one it affects votes
so they don't get any benefit from
pushing the issue.
The show ended with Citizen
Smith urging the Fairfield student
body to go out and vote.
The show was broadcast live
on Monday in its usual time slot of
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. The show's format
is mainly a call-in and guest driven
talk show. It is the #1 radio talk
show of the 35-64 demographic,
according to Citizen Smith.
Student reaction to the show
was positive.
"I thought it was pretty cool
that we had a talk show broadcasting live from the BCC. I only
caught a few minutes of it but it
seemed to be pretty interesting and
engaging," said Mike Barry '05.
Citizen Smith said that he had
a good time doing the show here
and hinted that he would be willing
to come back if the school wanted
him to return.
Greenberg agreed, "If he
wants to and the school wants
him to, then I think it would be
great. However, if it does happen, it probably won't be until
next year," said Greenberg.

ATHENA
DINER - RESTAURANT
Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Card

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines o Beer

Thursday night is College Night
2 for 1 bud and 5ud Light bottles (?~10:50 p.m.)
$5 bud pitchers from 10:30 p.m. till closing
$2 House shots all night

Thanks for voting
us best diner!

Tuesday night: Acoustic Night with Raleigh Estes of "Hitnotic*

BEST DINER

Friday, Saturday and Sunday: Live bands

OF FAIRFIELD
2000,2001,2002 -The Mirror

Open 24 Hours, 7 Days
3350 Post Road
Southport, CT 06890
All major credit cards accepted]
(203) 259-0603

Wednesday night: Open Mic with Tim Sathe'r from "Roamer"

Happy Hour M-F J-J p.m.

2720

FAIRFIELD AVENUE
BLACK ROCK (IN BRIDGEPORT)

AFE

BCCI1A-I:30P + 5-7:30?
SKIN ANALYZING MACHINE
C*tECK OUT VoUR SKiN BEFoRE BREAK

HHELPFUL TIPS * /I SAFE BREAK
ALCotioL PoiSoNiN9, SUN TiPS, TlttE PoiATER oF *t2°

WHAT 2 TAKE ON BREAK
IfEAlTtf INSURANCE, EMER9ENC? TiPS ETC

FREE SUN SCREEN
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ON CAMPUS 9iFT PACKS, DAY AT A SPA
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Mel Gibson's newest movie,
"The Passion of the Christ" has
been causing quite a stir. Some
say it's brilliantly moving. Others
call it anti-Semitic and historically
inaccurate. Others claim that Gibson is touting an orthodox agenda.
But no matter what you've heard
or your religious affiliation, when
you cut through the hype, Gibson
has produced a cinematically beautiful and moving film.
I have to admit, entering the
film I was nervous. I've heard
stories of the graphic epic enraging some, bringing others to
tears. From my first moments in
the theater, I began to understand
the enormity of this film.
Almost a week after its
release, I faced several sold out
shows and had to buy tickets for a
show for several hours after I had
arrived at the theater.
After finally entering the
theater, I was amazed to see cops
at every door, along with religious
groups handing out flyers and talking up moviegoers. Clearly, this
was becoming not just a film, but
an historical event for modern
Christians.
The movie follows Jesus of
Nazareth (James Caviezel, "The
Thin Red Line," "The Count of
Monte Cristo") during the final 12

hours of his life. The film opens
in the Garden of Olives (Gethsemane) where Jesus has gone to
pray after the Last Supper.
Betrayed by Judas Iscariot,
Jesus is arrested and taken back
to Jerusalem where the Pharisees
confront him with accusations of
blasphemy and condemn him to
death.
Jesus is brought before Pilate,
the Roman governor of Palestine,
who listens to the accusations.
Not wanting to make the choice
himself, Pilate gives the crowd
of onlookers the choice of freeing Jesus or the known murderer
Barabbas. The crowd ultimately
chooses to condemn Jesus, who is
flagellated by Roman soldiers and
ultimately crucified.
The story is simple and known
to many, but Gibson manages to
present it in a way that audiences
have never experienced before. By
focusing on the torture and pain
Jesus was put through in his final
12 hours, Gibson makes him human through his suffering.
At times the scenes become
horrifyingly graphic and almost
impossible to watch. As Jesus is
flagellated by the Roman soldiers
with whips and chains, his body
is beat into almost unrecognizable form.

VS&l

LICK FACTS
Rating:

Jm Jm Jm- Jm

Movie:
The Passion
of the Christ
Rated: R
Director:
Mel Gibson
Covered in blood, his ribs exposed, Jesus is crowned with thorns
before carrying his cross through
the streets of Jerusalem, all the way
up to Golgotha. Perhaps the most
graphic and disturbing moments in
the film occurred as the nails were
driven through Jesus' hands and
feet, a moment Gibson focuses in
on and slows down. The graphicness of this movie certainly merits
its 'R' rating.
The film, filmed entirely in
Aramaic and Latin with English
subtitles, was surprisingly simple
to follow. The emotion portrayed
by the actors, along with the familiarity of the story made the subtitles, I would argue, unnecessary.
"It wasn't hard to follow at
all," said Pat McHugh '06. "At first

I had heard it wasn't even going to
have subtitles...without subtitles,
it would have been great, like an
opera. It would have allowed the
viewer to pay closer attention and
draw their own conclusion."
Throughout cinematic history,
there have been dozens of films
that have depicted the Passion,
from "The Life and Death of Jesus
Christ" to "King of Kings." "The
Passion of the Christ," however,
does the best job of portraying
Jesus as both man and Christ,
portraying his human flaws while
emphasizing his compassion and
forgiveness. Caviezel turns in an
amazing performance, using his
body and expression more than
his words to depict the horror of
the situation.
The finest performance of
the film is turned in by Maia
Morgenstern, a Jewish-Romanian
theater actress, as Mary. With few
words she offers emotional and
insightful glimpses into Jesus'
childhood, which add depth and
dimension to the otherwise linear
plot line. Overall, the character of
Mary is perhaps the most feeling
and well-developed of the movie,
since Jesus maintains an air of
other-worldliness throughout.
Perhaps the finer moments of
the film are when Gibson chooses
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to implement special effects, such
as raging storm that ensues after
Jesus' death, the giant teardrop of
God that falls from the sky and the
eerier scenes in which an androgynous Satan tempts Jesus.
Although the controversial film
has upset many, Fairfield students
have had positive responses.
"I thought the cinematography was unbelievable," said
McHugh. "The way that Gibson
chose to portray the Passion was
really interesting."
In the end, the final decision
on the effectiveness of the film will
belong to the individual viewer.
The film is too personal and too
powerful for any one critic to assign it a declarative review.
Personally, taking into account my own spirituality, the film
was a chance to reflect on an event
that I've never really examined
closely in my life. In fact, I think
it's a movie that I, and everyone
else who sees it, will reflect upon
for some time to come.
As I watched the theater-goers walk out of the cinema, applauding, crying, shocked at what
they just seen, I had no idea what
the final say would be on the film,
but I did know that it is a film that
will hold a place in cinematic history for some time to come.
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Tokyo comes to Fairfield
BY BILL MCBAIN

This week Theater Fairfield presents "Tokyo Notes" at the Quick Center. The audience
feels almost voyeuristic as they walk into the
theater; this play requires no suspension of
belief and shows the audience a cross-section
of futuristic Japanese life.
"Tokyo Notes" was written by Hirata
Oriza in 1994. He meant it to take place 10
years in the future during a war where people
must decide what they believe in and what is
worth fighting for. The play has been very
successfully performed in Japanese. It won
the highest theater honor given in Japan, and
numerous international awards.
It is because of such popularity and acclaim that "Tokyo Notes" was been translated
into French and had a multi-year run throughout France. It was not until just recently that
this Japanese work was finally translated
into English. Fairfield's Dr. Martha LoMonaco loved "Tokyo Notes" when she saw a
subtitled version in New York City in 2000,
so she worked tirelessly with various friends
and colleagues to get the play for Theater
Fairfield.
It is with great honor that Theater Fairfield performs this play for the first time in
English. "I am very excited to have such an
amazing opportunity. It is an honor to have it
done here. Usually educational theater does
not get these types of opportunities," said
Danny Williams '04.
The most amazing part of this whole
experience for the Fairfield Community is
that the Humanities Institute is sponsoring
events with the playwright, Hirata Oriza,
who will be flying in from Japan to see his
work performed.
There will be a reception with Mr. Oriza
Friday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. in The Walsh
Art Gallery in the Quick Center. Also, there
will be discussion sessions with both Mr.
Oriza and the crew after the 8 p.m. shows on
Friday and Saturday. Finally the last chance
to meet with Mr. Oriza is Sunday at noon in
the multi-media room of the library where he
will be giving a public lecture entitled "Contemporary Japanese Theater."

Bill McBain/The Mirror

Welcome to Tokyo: (Left to Right) Jodi Pfau '07, Annie Dumas '04, Courtney Connelly '05 and Danny Williams '04

The cast of the play has been working
tirelessly since auditions in January and their
work has certainly paid off. Nicole Smith '04
says "The biggest challenge was getting into
a Japanese mindset and adapting to the Eastern mannerisms." The Director, Dr. Martha
LoMonaco sensed this would be hard even
for such a gifted group, so she hired an instructor to teach the cast Qi Gong, and Asian
movement-based therapy. The cast uses these
exercises to get in the mood before each day

of the production. This is just one example of
the "total commitment" which Johnny Vaccaro '07 credits for the show being of such
a high caliber.
I was able to see a sneak preview on
Monday, and the show is very well done.
It takes a little bit of time to get used to the
almost existential feel of the play. There is
not a real plot in a traditional sense, but this
lack of plot makes it even easier to relate to
the troubles each of the characters faces in

terms of their inner struggles to decide what
they believe in. Parts of the show are funny,
but overall it is a play that forces the audience
to examine what they believe in, and what
parts of traditional and contemporary life they
value. I highly recommend you see this play.
It is showing in the Wien Theater of the Quick
Center at 8 p.m. Thursday March 4, Friday
March 5, and Saturday March 6. Also, there
will be matinee shows Saturday March 6, and
Sunday March 7.

There's more online on Monday!
Read the review of the latest Rick Springfield album.
Remember Jessie's Girl? Yeah, that's him.
He's back on tour, and his new disc is here,
but is it worth your money?
Read the review and more on Mirror Monday:

www.fairfieldmirror.com
When next Thursday can't come soon enough.
.

/ww.f airfieldmirror.com
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They're back: The Sopranos return for the fifth season of the popular HBO series

Whack 'em, sack 'em Sopranos
BY BRYNNE FORMATO

America's favorite New Jersey crime
family returns to HBO for the first of 13
episodes that will make up the show's fifth
season.
On Sunday, March 7 at 9 p.m., "The Sopranos" will attempt to take over the time slot
"Sex and the City" once reigned over.
According to HBO, "Hell hath no fury
like the family," and Tony (James Gandolfini), Carmela (Edie Falco), Meadow (Jamie-Lynn Discala) and A.J. (Robert Her) are
back, along with Tony's "other" family that
includes nephew Christopher Moltisanti (Michael Imperioli) and gangsters Paulie Walnuts
(Tony Sirico) and Silvio Dante (Steve Van
Zandt).
At the end of last season, Tony Soprano
was moving out of his million dollar mansion

after wife Carmela realized that after years
of infidelity, Tony's affair with his deceased
mother's one legged Russian nurse Svetlana
was what dissolved Carmela's ability to look
past her husband's indiscretions.
Since "The Sopranos," created by David
Chase, premiered in 1999, they have enjoyed
success both with critics and audiences alike,
however many fans feel that the fourth season (despite Tony's brutal murder of Ralph
Cifaretto [Joe Pantoliano]) was uneventful
to say the least.
"Last season pretty much sucked," said
Leah Bellemare '05. "I hope that this season will be more eventful and interesting to
watch."
New to "The Sopranos" cast this season is Steve Buscemi (Reservoir Dogs, Big
Daddy), who will play Tony Soprano's cousin
Tony Blundetto.

Although this is Buscemi's first onscreen appearance for "The Sopranos," he
has previously directed the "Pine Barrens"
episode in season three which featured
Paulie and Christopher lost in the snowy
Pine Barrens located in South New Jersey.
This season, Buscemi will continue to direct
episodes.
Plot lines from last season included Adriana (Drea de Matteo) giving too much information to an undercover FBI agent which
she mistakenly thought was her friend, Uncle
Junior's (Dominic Chianese) trial ending after a juror was threatened, and New York
gangster Johnny "Sack" Sacramoni(Vincent
Curatola) upset after Tony refuses to kill his
boss Carmine.
This season anything goes, and Fairfield
University students have their own opinions
about what should happen.

"They should whack Adriana for giving
too much information to the FBI," said Marina Pastorelle '05. "Also, Tony and Carmela
should break it off for good, but if that doesn't
happen, maybe they can bring Jackie Jr. back
from the dead."
"I don't want people to form a conspiracy against Tony and kill him and take
over the family," said Kate Herlihy '05. "I
also want Furio to come back and get together
with Carmela finally."
After many contract disputes, creator
David Chase has revealed that the fifth season
of "The Sopranos" will not be the last.
According to hbo.com, HBO and David
Chase have agreed that there will in fact be
a sixth season consisting of ten episodes and
scheduled to begin shooting in 2005.

Mob talk: live it, learn it, love it
Never seen an episode of The SopraCode of sltenee: Not ratting on
nos, or maybe you just don't underyour colleagues ©no© you've b@m
stand the terminology they use? No
pinched—no longer a strong virtue
problem, here are some terms that will in organized crime families, Also see
help you understand just what Tony
Omerta.
and the others are talking about at the
Bada Bing.
' OmeHa: The much-vaunted Mafia
vow of silence, In other words, don't
rat on your friends. Transgression is
loss: Th© head ©f th© Family wh©
punishable
by death,
runs th© show. H@ decides wh© gets
mid© and wh© gets whacked, Th®
Spring ©leaning: Cleaning up, hiding
boss tit© gets points, from ill Family
©r getting rid of evidence.
business; else see don, chairman,
let alone; T© keep for one's self; to
be greedy.

This thing of o»rei A mob f amity, or
th© entire mob

Comare (also goomah, goornar,
or gomatta): Slang for girlfriend or
mistress, No self-respecting wiseguy
is without one,
ftfCQ; Racketeer influenced and
Ce>rrupt OrganiiationsA©*,: Passed In
1970 to aid the government in damping down en organised crime activities,
its scope has since been broadened
to prosecute insider traders and antiabortien protesters.

Wearing it; Showing off one's status
in the organization by dressing the
part, "Wearing it" usually involves an
Italian suit, a pinky ring, a hankie in
the breast pocket, gold cufflinks, and
other ornamentation, Silvio has hte
own inimitable way of wearing
Uamook; Idiot, loser, lamebrained.
Waste management business; Euphemism for organised crime.

-Compiled by Brynne Formato; Source: hbo.com
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What's the deal with Fairfield?
Chris Huff '04
One student's saga
Chris Huff '04 has always had an affinity for the open sea.
Huff can be quite entertaining when his
drinks have been spiked, or he has temporarily lost his mind coding HTML.
This photo was taken after Huff returned
from a perilous mission to the Amazon, in
search of house plants for his roommate,
Certo. Huff traveled on the HMS Surprise,
however, he made a crucial error.
Huff has a disdain for citrus fruits, and
refused the limes and lemons offered to
him by the crew of the Surprise. This was
a mistake, as he later admitted. Right after
he found the perfect plant and captured it in
his plant retention device, he began showing
symptoms of scurvy from malnutrition. "It
was one of the strangest days of my life,"
Huff said.
"I just remember wearing a cape and
dancing a victory dance with my plant," he
said. "I don't like to speak often about it."
-Chris Zeitz

Contributed photo

Captain Huff: Chris Huff '04 shown suffering from apparent symptoms of scurvy.

Editor's note: Mike Theile wonders
What's the deal with all the hard alcohol
what Jerry Seinfeld would say if he visited these students drink? It feels wet, it tastes
Fairfield.
wet, they should call it Wet Alcohol.
What's the deal with all the athletic
What's the deal with these bike cops?
fields here? Just
J-^^t
Are they not alTHE REAL DEAL
because
your
lowed to drive
MIKE THEILE
school is named
a car? Did they
Fairfield, doesn't
AND SEINFELD
eventually have
mean you need to
training wheels?
have all these fields. If the school was What if they try to arrest someone? Would
named Fairfactory, I don't think you would the detainee have to hop on the bikes pegs
have factories all over the campus!
and be brought down to security?
What's the deal with Lucas the Stag? Is
And what's the deal with The Oak
it really necessary? Nothing says welcome Room? We know the room is made out of
to Fairfield University, like a rotting deer oak; does it really need to be named The Oak
carcass.
Room? Those beach houses all have crazy
What's the deal with Father Kelley? names. The university should just steal a
Where is this guy? You would think couple house names, combined them and
the president of the university, would be rename the room. How about The Smoking
seen around the university! Does this Bunny Bowl Room?
guy think he is a celebrity? He's no Burt
And what's the deal with this Red Sox
Reynolds.
- Yankees rivalry? What is this the Civil
And what's with all the sand around War II? Every time I go into the campus
campus? There is more sand here than on center, I get nervous that I am going to get
the beach. I feel like I am walking in the stuck in the Battle for Barone!
Sahara Desert. I am spending more time in
What's the deal with The Grape? I
the sand than David Hasselhoff. (Columnist went down there and got smashed. They
note: I mentioned to Jerry that he ripped that should call that place The Fermented
joke off from the movie Happy Gilmore, and Grape.
he concurred).
Thanks. Don't eat the Barone veal.

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm-11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm-11:45pm.
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What's the deal with Fairfield?
Chris Hufff 04
One student's saga
Chris Huff '04 has always had an affinity for the open sea.
Huff can be quite entertaining when his
drinks have been spiked, or he has temporarily lost his mind coding HTML.
This photo was taken after Huff returned
from a perilous mission to the Amazon, in
search of house plants for his roommate,
Certo. Huff traveled on the HMS Surprise,
however, he made a crucial error.
Huff has a disdain for citrus fruits, and
refused the limes and lemons offered to
him by the crew of the Surprise. This was
a mistake, as he later admitted. Right after
he found the perfect plant and captured it in
his plant retention device, he began showing
symptoms of scurvy from malnutrition. "It
was one of the strangest days of my life,"
Huff said.
"I just remember wearing a cape and
dancing a victory dance with my plant," he
said. "I don't like to speak often about it."
-Chris Zeitz

Contributed photo

Captain Huff: Chris Huff '04 shown suffering from apparent symptoms of scurvy.

Editor's note: Mike Theile wonders
What's the deal with all the hard alcohol
what Jerry Seinfeld would say if he visited these students drink? It feels wet, it tastes
Fairfield.
wet, they should call it Wet Alcohol.
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have all these fields. If the school was What if they try to arrest someone? Would
named Fair/acfory, I don't think you would the detainee have to hop on the bikes pegs
have factories all over the campus!
and be brought down to security?
What's the deal with Lucas the Stag? Is
And what's the deal with The Oak
it really necessary? Nothing says welcome Room? We know the room is made out of
to Fairfield University, like a rotting deer oak; does it really need to be named The Oak
carcass.
Room? Those beach houses all have crazy
What's the deal with Father Kelley? names. The university should just steal a
Where is this guy? You would think couple house names, combined them and
the president of the university, would be rename the room. How about The Smoking
seen around the university! Does this Bunny Bowl Room?
guy think he is a celebrity? He's no Burt
And what's the deal with this Red Sox
Reynolds.
- Yankees rivalry? What is this the Civil
And what's with all the sand around War II? Every time I go into the campus
campus? There is more sand here than on center, I get nervous that I am going to get
the beach. I feel like I am walking in the stuck in the Battle for Barone!
Sahara Desert. I am spending more time in
What's the deal with The Grape? I
the sand than David Hasselhoff. (Columnist went down there and got smashed. They
note: I mentioned to Jerry that he ripped that should call that place The Fermented
joke off from the movie Happy Gilmore, and Grape.
he concurred).
Thanks. Don't eat the Barone veal.
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Students apprehensive about
drug treatments
CONTINUED FROM P.

12

For college age students the idea of
treating depression or anxiety through prescription drugs can easily become complicated when they live in a world surrounded
by recreational drug use.
"[Marijuana] became a mainstay in my
life probably because I needed some sort of
a break from my emotions. I wasn't really
just hanging out with everyone else anymore
as much as I was just engaging in this ritual
of self-medication," said Brendan, who, according to Harrison, is not the only one to
react this way.
"In general people who experience all
levels of depression find release in drugs
and alcohol. But this ends up contributing
more to the depression," she says. Living in
such a drug-taking culture can cause many to
become apprehensive about seeking help, or
the possibility of prescribed medication.
"The media has created this idea that
if there is anything wrong with you there is
a way to fix it with a pill," Harrison said.
"Especially in this area (Fairfield County)
there is this pressure to keep functioning and
achieving and if need be take a pill to keep
yourself on the treadmill... sometimes medication is used to keep people's function going even when they are at a time when they
should just be reassessing their lives."
"I always had this feeling that whatever
it is I felt I had to pull myself up by the boot

fflffl

Contributed photo

Wonder drugs: Do they really work?
straps and get through it," says Brendan "A
kind of like 'whatever doesn't kill you only
makes you stronger' idea."
"There is this stigma about how if you
feel a certain way then you are weak and
you should be able to walk it off," said Harrison. "Some feel uncomfortable because
this is such a small community ... there is
this sensitivity to 'what will people think
of me?'"
For Brendan the decision to talk to a
counselor was difficult and long overdue
"I came to the conclusion that this isn't
what life is supposed to be like. In a way it's
almost unfair. Why should I have to live like
this? I know I'm a bright person and a nice
guy. Why not see what someone else thinks?
It's not like it can hurt," he said.
Fairfield's Counseling Services is
located in Dolan. Appointments can be
scheduled by calling extension 2146 or emailingcouneling@mail.fairfield.edu.
Meredith Clinton contributed to this
report.
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Cheert &B00S
by Monday at 5 p.m.!
Send in Cheers & B<
themirror@stagweb.fairfi<
Mail: BoxAA
to 80s night at the Levee...to kicking the to people who think that get on the ball
obnoxious jerk at the Levee...to the gun or get off the bus' is an expression...to the
range...to being the star of this picture...to incessant buzzing in my ears thanks to the
the restaurant...to Ruben's diner...to speakers at 80s nights...to barely getting
wiffle ball,..to Liz's birthday...to ivlurfs -^ya^jjrjsfor singing Short People...to not
:
birthday...to the Rock Nazi...to Kud- checking yoTTTaTtTrmte7rt4 )feii«uj^4o_U^
dly and Melissa...to Kairos 1 - Here's Famine room...to the state of Vermont^TuT
to many more...to Karl finally fixing dropping your tiniform in the parking
the computer...to Capt. Formato and lot while "running" to the van...to iPod
Chief Kelly...to I gave you my body...to lights...to useless roommates...to security
Dumps...to unleashing...to Mean, to Cher checking closets...to other people eating all
and 'Nsync.to iPod fights...to pokin the my food...to the queer girls who go to this
drunk girl...to kegs on Jogues 3...to Corbett school...to people with no taste in music
falling on the dance floor...to Key West for and really loud speakers...to the Grape...to
Spring Break...to Jaspers Corner...to hol- Fairfield boys...to Connecticut...to letting
lerin' at my boyz...to this year's first kegs exes get to you...to falling victim to shinat the point...to Karate Club doing what kickers twice in one week...to guys with
we do best - winning big freakin' tro- tempers...to the Levee serving drafts in
phies... to Meryl C.to Girls Night...to teeny tiny cups...to late nights at The Mirnot ever paying for drinks...to a belliger- ror... to not having enough money to go
ent weekend...to making scenes at Taco on Spring Break...to Sangria...to Zoots dry
Loco AND at the beach...to WAMISS...to cleaners...to sleeping on the couch...to not
warm weather... to "lingo"...to friends finishing the keg...to covers...to Kairos 1
with benefits, again...to broccoli hits with being over too soon...to trite columns...to
Devino...to losing the batle, but winning bad headlines...to no one sending in Cheers
the war...to second chances...to Gerry's & Boos...to giving, but not receiving...to
kielbasa-cheese-on-toast...to the defini- roydeez.com...to Blue Blood democrats...to
tion of keilbasa...to eating while you are Steiner and his bogus moped...to Steiner
drunk...to John Edwards, it was nice voting ruining James' car...to Andrews questionfor a non-creep democrat...to Ray Kelly, ing Mirror style, you're more bogus than
Paul and Ciaran...to free Guinesses...to Steiner's incredibly bogus moped...to
Steiner's bathing suit - creep...
Friday afternoon Happy Hour at Skybox.

HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

Sunday mornings every day for all I care..
I apologize in advance for not being
funny this week, but I'm trying to
make a point. Bear with me.
On the seventh day the Lord rested, so
that means the rest of us are supposed to,
right? Sunday should be the one day where
people are actually motivated to accomplish
all of the tasks that they were putting off for
the whole week and also the one day that
people go to church to atone for the sins that
they don't necessarily feel bad about.
Sunday used to be television's greatest night, but now there is nothing good to
watch on the tube, laundry is less important
than it used to be, and homework is pretty
much out of the question. So what to do
on Sunday nights?
I struggled with this question until
opportunity came knocking at my door
on Feb. 29. rWas trying to get in a poker
game, so when I got a hold of my fellow
gai.ibling addict J.C., I was disappointed to
hear that he was not interested.
The disappointment did not last for
long however. He told me that the reason
we couldn't play cards at his house is that
we were going to go to Foxwoods instead.
Being easily influenced, I didn't hesitate to
respond, "Oh hell yeah we are".

A trip to Foxwoods is always a treat;
however this was no ordinary trip to the
casino. After my friend popped the question, he then proceeded to inform me of
the circumstances that were leading us to
take the wonderful journey to exit 92 on a
Sunday night.
He said, "By the way, were going there
in a stretch H2 limousine. Mike dominated
his LSATs, so its time to celebrate. There is
going to be a lot of booze and a bunch of
girls. Do you want to come?
Being that I was on the bad end of a 5
day binge, I can't talk to girls, and I'm poor,
I should have said no. But how do you say
no to that? It's second semester senior year.
In three months all I am going to be able do
on Sunday nights is think about how much
I hate my boss and how many TPS reports
I have to rum in by the end of the week. I
wouldn't have been able to look at myself
in the mirror if I had said no.
Long story short, I got hammered, lost
money, had the time of my life. There are
14 other people that feel as miserable as I
do right now, but let me reiterate that it is
second semester senior year. Hangovers
go away, memories do not. Carpe diem,
baby.

....................<

Sunday —The best and also worst
day of the week. To me Sundays are
a blessing in disguise, yet the odds
of accomplishing anything on the last day
of the weekend are so far from reach you
might as well sit back and enjoy this day.
There is so much that can be done
besides work. I for one never even open a
book before 8 p.m. even though I tell everyone that I have been doing work all day.
I remember Sundays from freshman
and sophomore year where you spend
countless hours in Barone trying to remember exactly what happened the night
before. But it's funny. It never changes.
For the first four hours of your day, you
reminisce about the scandalous endeavors
of the night before.
Sundays are perfect for catching up
on sleep and watching around 12 hours of
amazing TV. Now, when I say amazing, I
mean horrible Lifetime movies that suck
you in so it is absolutely impossible to do
any school work. It is a day of procrastination and why not utilize it to its maximum
potential.
Anyone you talk to will say the same
thing—why do work when you can do nothing, or keep the weekend going? Sundays

are the perfect day to enjoy a few casual
drinks or visit friends who you didn't get
to see all weekend.
And now, as the weather is getting
warmer, who wants to be locked inside on
a gorgeous Sunday afternoon doing work.
Just another reason to have a few drinks
and go play outside, ignoring all midterms
and finals.
And for some lucky people, Sundays
are a continuation of Saturday night because
there is no way in hell that you are going to
function like a normal human being after
killing the keg with your best friends.
Sundays are the days that we will pray
to have more of, that's wont exist once we
get out into the real world.
Now, we still have the luxury of sitting
around on a Sunday, realizing that it could
be feasible to get one more day out of the
weekend by accidentally hitting the wrong
button on the alarm and missing you class
on Monday. Big-time CEOs aren't going
to let that slide.
Sundays are the college kids day.
No other collective group of people understands the true meaning of a Sunday
afternoon—relaxation, procrastination,
and everything in between.
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Editor: Gwen Nolan
E-mail: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

EDITORIAL
Editorial Board:
Ethan L. Fry - Editor in Chief
Keith B. Whamond - Managing Editor .
Gwen Nolan - Commentary Editor
Eileen Arnold - Assistant Commentary Editor

War on plagiarism
As a newspaper, The Mirror treats issues of plagiarism and
dishonesty with the utmost importance. It is time for students,
faculty and administration atFairfield to do the same.
A report which will be presented to faculty tomorrow criticizes
this university for the relatively poor way the school handles
matters of plagiarism and academic dishonesty when compared to
schools like Villanova, Fprdham and Princeton. In fact, before the
creation of the report, said Dr. Ed Dew of the politics department,
"virtually nothing was being done to combat the problem." Dew
stressed that "We can't mislead the student so they are unaware
exactly what the policy is" arid also criticized the school for not
being "in a strong place legally" on the issue.
This situation is unacceptable. Fairfield must make more
of an effort to clearly define the definitions and standards of
plagiarism and academic dishonesty, and do it in such a way
that every student going here understands the rules. Already we
have seen the effects of Fairfield's lax attitude with respect to
this issue in the controversy surrounding Dr. Curtis Naser of the
philosophy department failing six students for plagiarism. Four
of the students accused of plagiarism strongly deny the claims,
yet Naser also defends his decision. Without explicit policies on
the issue clearly stated to every student, situations like this will
inevitably happen more frequently.
Still, this problem is not just for the administration to deal
with. The report states that "most professors do not follow rules,
as stipulated in the university catalog," which mandates that
professors contact the appropriate dean whenever an academic
dishonesty charge is raised. As a result of this, students can
commit numerous offenses of academic dishonesty with different
professors and conceivably not have any of them reported to the
dean. In order for any new plan with respect to these issues
to work, faculty must do their jobs and contact the dean when
instances of plagiarism and academic dishonesty arise.
In the same vein, students must also do more to combat
this problem. When one student in a class cheats or plagiarizes
material, it cheapens the real achievement of everyone else.
Students should be more aggressive in policing themselves
and trying to ensure that instances of plagiarism and academic
dishonesty do not happen.
In order for Fairfield to continue its progress as an institution
of higher learning, all segments of the university community must
unite to combat plagiarism and academic dishonesty. If this is not
done, these issues will continue to plague the university, hurt our
reputation and cheapen our hard-earned diplomas.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority
of The Mirror Editorial Board.
What is your opinion?
Write to us: commentary@fairfieldmirror.com

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to commentary@fairfieldmirror.com
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once recieved, all letters become property pf The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words..
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The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

A few hints for Fr. Von Arx
Dear Father Von Arx,

advise against it.) We need
to go from a $100 million
to $200 million. It's a lot
Welcome to Fairfield! Now
MICHAEL A. BOND
of work, but I think you're
that you are here I would like to
up to it.
offer you a few tips. You may
Speaking of APK's 25 years here, you also need
have some big shoes to fill, but hopefully this column
to at least stay that long (We're not the Red Sox here,
will help you out a bit.
First of all, don't start by eating a big meal in replacing our manager every time something goes
the cafeteria. It's like the water in Mexico. Take wrong). To truly impress the community I would
it gradually and your stomach will adjust to the recommend sleeping in an "Age Defying" chamber
a la Michael Jackson, that way you could
"unique" qualities of it.
be here 50 years.
While we are on the topic of food,
Father Kelley has left you
please steer clear of the Seagrape Cafe.
with a rather impressive
Rumor has it that, many years ago,
infrastructure
here
Father Kelley ventured in this
(Including a handsome
establishment and the place
theatre at the Quick
cleared out. Drinking in front
Center... named after
of the school president is a
himself)- He has built
bit uncomfortable. (Also,
so much that you really
the quality of the alcohol in
have to wonder: what
my mind really isn't worth
is left?
the effort.)
I would recommend
Another disturbing APK
1 an international airport
moment is when you put the
in Bridgeport. It would
student CD-ROM handbook in
be good for the city, and
a computer. It is a bit Orwellian
it would make it easier
how a video of him pops up, and I
for students from far away
would recommend against filming a
to get here. Plus, have you
similar video for next year. Instead
seen
how crowded JFK is these
how about getting Andre 3000
days?
Sure, this will be pretty
ofOutkast?
expensive, but I think it's a
Once you get here, you
healthy first year project.
had best start fundraising.
In all sincerity, Kelley
APK raked in the cash like
was a wonderful man for this
no other and basically built this
school. While he was a bit hard to understand and
university from the ground up. We
as students owe an awful lot to our president for the a bit isolated, there is no doubt that he was invaluable
to Fairfield's rise into a premier university. So just stay
past 25 years.
So, you not only need to match his contribution open and friendly to the students and you'll do fine.
to the endowment, you need to double it! (Foxwoods Oh, and raise $100 million, build several buildings,
could theoretically double the money, but I would an international airport, and stay for 25 years.
THE BOND FILE
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Naser and parent sound off on plagiarism
To the Editor:

cheapens the value of the university degree
for all. It undermines faith and trust in the
Steven Andrews and the Mirror are educational achievements of the student and
to be congratulated for doing a superb the university itself. There is certainly more
job in publicizing the growing problem of that the university can do to educate students
plagiarism on college campuses (Students about plagiarism and students clearly need
Accused of Plagiarism, Feb. 19). Had my to be counseled about the appropriate use of
own intention been "to make a point" to the the Internet, but whether one copies from a
campus community, as the article suggests, book or from a Web page, if one represents
I could not have done a better job than by another's writing as one own, one is guilty
publishing the story in the Mirror, complete of plagiarism whether the misrepresentation
with the sensational allegation that the is accidental or intentional.
students were "...charged with plagiarism
This is the position of the Modern
by a computer program and failing the Language Association's Handbook for
course, then having the teacher refuse to Writers of Research Papers. The MLA
read the paper in question over in person to is also linked to the Library's Web site on
make sure the computer made no mistake." plagiarism, and the Handbook (which is
Your article has brought to the attention in our library) states clearly on page 70:
of the entire campus community a serious "Presenting an author's exact wording
problem, even if it took a little hyperbole without marking it as a quotation is
to do the job.
plagiarism, even if you cite the source."
But alas I cannot take credit for such Most of my colleagues would agree with this
an intention. The only message that can be definition and not with the WPA document
sent by a professor in a case of academic quoted in your article, which seems to excuse
dishonesty is to the student that the practice sloppy and accidental failures to properly
itself is forbidden and cannot be the basis for acknowledge one's sources. The idea that the
students followed this "plagiarism guideline
academic credit.
False allegations about my conduct which the library posts on its web site" is a
have been made. The students involved contradiction in terms. To be guided by a
have chosen not to take direct credit for policy of clumsy documentation of sources
these allegations, so I will speak only in as the WPA document quoted in the Mirror
terms of my policy regarding plagiarism, states is disingenuous since to be aware
not to the specifics of these cases. If the of such failings is to be in the immediate
charge of plagiarism is mistaken, then why position to remedy them. It also smacks
not stand up, take credit for the work in of highly selective use of guidance when
question, and submit it to the review of our the university's own policy on plagiarism
peers? Inquiring minds seek evidence for is publicly available to all students, not to
claims, not just assertions, and the article mention a tutorial on the library's Web site,
raises many questions which the writing in a variety of links to a variety of other sources
on plagiarism, and the fact that I include a
question could have helped answer.
I do not grade papers by computer and statement in my own syllabi (under the
have never done so. I personally read all heading of "Academic Honesty") that the
papers submitted to me and grade them on use of quotations is essential when using the
the basis of.the depth of research, the quality words of another-author. Students need to
take responsibility for knowing the
of the argument and the quality of
rules under which their conduct
the presentation. I do, however,
will be judged.
employ a computer program—
Have I ignored "citations
Eve, one recommended by our
that students make if they
own library's Web site on
quote them a certain way," as
plagiarism. The report that Eve
an unnamed parent is quoted
produces is only the beginning.
in your article? Without
In every case in which the report
divulging the details of the
finds matches, the professor must
papers in question I
examine each match, comparing
cannot refute
the students' paper to the
this claim. I
web document itself to
urge readers of
ensure that the match is
this newspaper
not based on a random
to view with
phrase, or that the match
NASER
skepticism claims made by
is not a quoted text from the
unnamed parties without
student's paper. Although Eve
will produce a one-to-one report of each providing any evidence. Good research
Web document and the student's paper, this skills involve the discovery and analysis
report is not printable, and the user must of as much evidence as possible and good
document the matched text by hand with a thinking skills, not to mention respect for
print out of the student's paper and the Web other persons, require that we not make
judgments (or allegations) without having
document.
Plagiarism is a serious charge because or providing sufficient evidence to back
academic credit is based on the actual them up.
performance of the student: their own
Sincerely,
thinking, imagination, and creativity. In
Curt
Naser
many disciplines this performance is
Associate
Professor
reflected in their writing and we demand that
Department
of Philosophy
that writing be the student's own. Plagiarism

To the Editor:
Iamthe"anonymousparent"that Steven
Andrews mentioned in his article on Feb.
19. Mr. Andrews has been researching this
outrageous situation with Professor Naser's
class AE289. Most of the information had
been held until the Administrative Appeal
Process was completed, in fairness to all,
but as time wore on since December 2003,
some information needed to be printed for
the Fairfield students and faculty.
In mid-December Prof. Naser failed six
students in this class for "plagiarism" to as
he put it, "make a point." Four of these
students and their parents examined this
situation and became outraged as the facts
materialized, and began a long drawn out
process of "Fighting City Hall." The parents
became involved as these four students are
seniors and do not have the luxury of time
to appeal forever.
This appeal was never just about the
grade! The conduct of Prof. Naser brought
up some serious questions and Dean Snyder
wasn't making the issues any clearer. To
start with Prof. Naser flunked these four by
using a "computer program" to police for
plagiarism. Expert opinion is available at
Fairfield's library and cautions using these
programs without human examination of
the results, as well as offering definitions of
plagiarism and writing standards. Snyder
and Naser state these standards "are just one
of many."
A student requested a meeting as part
of the official appeal process with Dean
Snyder and three other students accused of
plagiarism. The meeting was taped by a
student with permission and no resolution
evolved.
The appeals were then made officially
to [Academic] Vice President Grossman who
had the unenviable position of mediating
this student and faculty disagreement.
Grossman was terrific in realizing the
situation Prof. Naser had placed these four
students in. Due to Fairfield's lack of having
a writing standard that was never taught to
these seniors, as well as the facts uncovered,
Grossman completed his investigation and
then CLEARED these four students of
plagiarism. In one paper it was basically
a grammatical punctuation problem as the
sources cited were correct, and even checked
by VP Grossman. There is a problem with
Prof. Naser's software when checking
scientific and medical papers as his program
notes other sources "plagiarized" but in fact
these sources were never even discovered or
read by the student! This is a known problem
due to scientific and medical researchers'
defining their own work in many articles
and papers over the course of many years
solving a medical issue. The researchers'
definitions of their work remain the same
each time. The student then cites the one
source she used, but Naser's program finds
everything the researcher ever wrote on the
matter, and then calls it "plagiarism."
The conduct of Prof. Naser is being
questioned further as he broke the university
rules on athletic release time for two varsity
athletes. Quizzes were not allowed to be

made up as required by NCAA rules which
is why Fairfield has such a rule to protect
the student athletes. I don't think Fairfield
needs further trouble with the NCAA.
Another conduct issue of Prof. Naser
was his apparent violation of the Federal
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
This matter is being looked into by the U.S.
Department of Education Family Policy
Compliance Office in Washington D.C.
This law is available online and the Web
site offers very specific examples of what is
expected for student privacy and it does not
seem it should be taken lightly by Fairfield
University. Prof. Naser notified the students
he had failed them for the class, not just the
paper as he stated he was considering, by
sending out e-mail notices identifying my
daughter by subject matter. One student even
e-mailed right back to Prof. Naser about his
error in sending out the wrong notification,
but Naser didn't correct it. NO, instead he
forwarded six notices, all of which had
my daughter's subject as failing, to Dean
[Susan] Peterson, who then in turn mailed
these wrong failure notices of my daughter's
paper to the other student's homes!
This is why the parents became involved,
to answer last weeks Feb. 26 commentaries in
the Mirror. Mr. Chad Puclowski'02 needs to
realize we are proud of our adult children's
courage to fight for their convictions. It is
our understanding that most "mommies
and daddies" pay the tuition bills, and we
the consumer can and will be involved if
needed. This shouldn't have taken from
December until March, and parents have
involved the university President to finally
get things moving. We are not going away.
Our students needed help .We needed help. I
would like to thank the faculty who aided us
in researching this "plagiarism" problem.
Thank you Fairfield for four wonderful
years, don't let anyone tarnish your fine
reputation. Just grow with the times as
your students have.

Sincerely, .
William Keleher
Medfield, Mass.
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Thomson key to Stags' hopes Women hope to turn season
for success in playoffs
around in time for tourney
CONTINUED FROM P. 20
no one cares about it too much really," said
Bell. "It's not where you start the season,
but where you finish it that matters."
The Stags first game of the tournament
will be played on Saturday, March 6 in Albany, NY. They will take on the winners of
Friday's match-up between 6th seed Siena
College and 10th seed Marist College.
Despite a disappointing, 60-58 loss
against Siena last weekend in their last
regular season game, the Stags are confident about another match up with the Saints,
believing the outcome will be different.
"It was a disappointing loss to Siena,
and we were disappointed in our effort," said
Bell. "But things happen and we're definitely ready to get back there and play."
"Siena is a tough place to play at,"
said Sogadzi. "We could have easily won
but we just beat ourselves. We have a great
chance to play them again. We just need to
play our game."
While the Stags were hoping to have
Gai back on the court by tournament time,
it now appears unlikely, as the ankle injury
he suffered mid-way through the season has
still not fully healed.
"It's still sore and I can't even run on
it," said Gai. "I thought I would be back for
MAAC's but it may be a few more weeks
before I'm fully back."
Despite the severity of his injury, Gai
intends to travel with the team to the tour-

nament, possibly participating if deemed
absolutely necessary.
"I want to play so badly, but I can't give
them all I can give them," he said. "If I'm
not helping them, I want to sit, since they've
been playing so well without me."
With the possibility of playing without Gai for the tournament, Fairfield will
look toward captain Rob Thomson'04 for
leadership on the court, as many have considered him the key to the Stags success
this season.
"Robbie has been great," said Gai. "It's
his senior year and he's looking to play after
college. He's just been playing great."
"Rob's been key to the team the whole
year," said Bell. "We all look to him for
leadership."
Thomson, along with teammate Dewitt Maxwell'06, recently earned his first
All-MAAC team selection, garnering first
team honors with Maxwell earning a third
team selection.
While the Stags will look to these two
players to help continue the success of last
season, possibly earning another chance at
the MAAC title, the team remains focused
on the task at hand, looking forward to their
first tournament match-up.
"Ultimately the goal is to win the whole
thing, but we need to take it one game at a
time," said Bell.
"The minute you take your eye off of
that, you get stung. We're just focused on
Saturday," Bell said.
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regular season.
So if the Stags are going to come out
on top, they'll have to do it the hard way,
winning four straight days.
"I'm not really sure how I feel about
it," said Nolan. "We're definitely playing
with a sense of urgency. One and done. All
those cliches really apply here."
No one, including Nolan, doubts that
the Stags' season has been like a rollercoaster ride. But that was the first season.
The Stags will try to play as they did in
November on opening night against Villanova, who recently beat UConn for the
second time in two seasons. In the playoffs,
the results can be surprising.
Usually, according to Nolan, the women
lack defensive intensity, and at times, don't
put the ball in the hoop.
"We were just inconsistent," says Nolan
of her team's sub-par regular season. "It's
hard to figure out why. [But] we have played
good basketball in stretches."
When asked whether students should
trek down to the Arena on March 21 if
they'll see the Stags on the court, Nolan
answered confidently, "Yes, I know we
can do it."
Nolan attributed her team's chances to
a field with no dominant team. Siena and
Marist, who tied for first place in the league,
each finished with five conference losses.
"Nobody in the league had a special

season. In the past, you would have a team
with just two or three [conference] losses.
But that's not the case this year, and that's
rare," she said.
Hypothetically, if the Stags can pull
things together and win the league crown,
they'd have more than a worthy opponent
waiting for them in Bridgeport.
"We'd probably get a 16 seed and play
UConn," said Nolan.
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Tennis teams hope to ace foes with young guns
BY CHANDANA RAVI

Both the men and women's tennis teams have started
the spring season with aspirations of finishing first in
the MAAC tournament. For both teams, freshmen are
included in top positions of the lineup, meaning that both
teams are young and ready for a challenge.
The women's team started this year off with five
straight wins. They have an overall record of 5-1, including a win over Holy Cross, which in the past two years
had defeated the women by a score of 7-0.
For the women, this strong start is an extremely
positive omen for the rest of the season, and indicates the
power of the lineup.
"We started this season off well with five straight
wins," said co-captain Diana Webb '05. "We have a
really strong team this year, and we have a really good
chance of beating out hardest opponent [in the MAAC
which is] Niagara."
With Webb at the number one spot, followed by
Tayor Barvoets '07 at two, Andrea Suriano '04 at three .
and co-captain Erin Reeves '04 at four, Barvoets is the
lone underclassman in the top four.
However, with a strong showing, the freshman is
excited with her position in the lineup, and credits hard
work as the reason.
"It's a privilege for me to help the team out by being
high up in-the lineup," said Barvoets. "All my hard work
in the past years has paid off." Both captains agree that
the team's singles and doubles line-up is strong, and they
have a chance to win the MAAC tournament.
"We have a very strong team this year," said Reeves.

"We have three underclassmen in the singles line-up and
we are winning matches, which shows the depth of our
team."
"Our doubles line-up includes all these seniors, which
gives us great experience on that end," Reeves added.
"We definitely have one of the strongest teams in
a while, and our chance of finishing number one in the
MAAC looks promising," Webb also said.

Men feature veteran and rookie
The men's team started off this year with a 3-3
record, with the addition of three new faces to the line-up.
The most recent win occurred this past weekend in
Vermont versus the University of New Hampshire where
the Stags beat the Wildcats 5-2.
With Steve Kouri '06 slowly working his way back
into the singles line-up after an injury, co-captain Colin
Torrance '04 and Jonathan Fernando '07 have been
switching off playing at the number one singles spot,
making the pressure swing from an experienced senior to
a newcomer to the team.
"It's tough because it puts a lot of pressure on me as
a freshman to play such tough competition. I know I have
to bring my A game every time I step on the court," said
Fernando.
The team's goal is to win the MAAC tournament, but
even if this does not happen, the team hopes to put forth a
strong showing.
"Our ultimate goal is to win the MAAC, but I hope
that the team can have the most fun possible, build team
unity and work as hard as we can word towards a successful season," said Torrance.

Contributed photo

Baby got back: Steve Kouri '06 hits a backhand during
one of last year's matches.

Finding cash for college is child's play.
Register now and search thousands of scholarships
worth over $3 billion
www.fairfieldmirror.com/scholarships

you come home late at night in need of a snack, you discover a slice of cake
in the fridge, it's not yours, what do you do?
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Stags get set for tournament play
Women clinch seventh seed, looking
ahead to NCAAs in Bridgeport
BY BEN DOODY

There's more than one reason why the
women's basketball team wants to play at
the Arena on March 21.
Sure, it's only five exits on 1-95 North
and it's their home court during the regular
season. But this year the road to the Final
Four rolls through Bridgeport, with the
Arena playing host to the first and second
round games.
This goal is much more difficult than the
close drive to the Arena would indicate.
After 10 conference losses, the women
are the seventh seed in the 10-team MetroAtlantic Athletic conference tournament.
The Stags, who were picked in the pre-season coaches's poll to win the conference and
earn an automatic bid to the NCAA tournament head into first round action Thursday
in Albany as underdogs, dreaming of a bus
trip home in which they'll be trying on their
dance shoes.
■ Hampered by injuries and inconsistency, the Stags finished the regular season
10-18 overall, 8-10 in the MAAC.

But in college hoops lingo, what is now
in the past is just the first season. Fairfield's
second season begins Thursday, as it faces
off against eighth seeded Manhattan at 2:
15 p.m. A win today will set up an 11:30
a.m. quarterfinal date with second seeded
Marist Friday.'
The brackets for both the men's and
women's tournaments are very unorthodox
compared to what most ten-team leagues
do.
Instead of having "play-in" games to
determine the seventh and eighth seeds and
then proceeding to a standard, eight team
format, top seeded Siena will get a bye all
the way to the semifinals, with the second,
third and fourth seeds getting a bye to the
quarters, and the remaining teams playing
on Thursday.
According to Coach Dianne Nolan the
idea is that if the top seed loses its first game,
it still will have made it to the semifinals,
and might have a shot at an at-large bid.
It also rewards teams for excelling in the
SEE "WOMEN" ON P.
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So smooth: Rob-Thomson '04 scores with a right handed baby hook earlier this season

Men seek repeat of last year's
MAAC tournament performance
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

In many cases, the loss of a team's two
leading scorers hampers any chance of success for the remainder of the season.
For the Fairfield University men's basketball team, however, the loss has largely
been overcome, as the Stags have earned a
third-place seed in the upcoming Metro-Atlantic Athletic conference tournament.
After losing leading scorers Deng
Gai'05 andTerranceTodd'06 in late January
for the remainder of the regular season, the
Stags fought hara to maintain their competitive level of play, looking upon each other
to step up to the challenge.
"They've done a tremendous job," head
coach Tim O'Toole told the Mirror earlier in
the year. "When you lose a guy like Deng
people have to step it up where he left off.
Everyone has stepped it up. I'm proud of
them."
The Stags ended the season 9-2 without the two players and finished with a 12-

6 conference record, just one-game out of
second place.
"It's tough to lose guys like Deng and
Terrance," said Michael Bell'06. "But
we've been playing the last few games without them and guys are ready to step up."
Despite a fantastic season in 2002-03,
in which they garnered a spot in the MAAC
tournament title game and a berth in the
National Invitation Tournament, the Stags
were predicted to finish fifth in the MAAC
preseason polls, or right in the middle of the
conference standings. Despite this disheartening statistic, Fairfield refused to worry, as
they paid little heed to the early ranking.
"The preseason rankings don't matter,"
said Kudjo Sogadzi'05. "We always thought
we could be one of the best in the league."
Another player said rankings were not
a concern.
"Certain people see [the rankings], but
Elizabeth Cooper /The Mirror

SEE "THOMSON" ON P.
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Sidelined: Senior captain Marybeth Chartier has sat a chunk of the season out because
of injury.

